Lesson 2 — The Call of Wisdom and the Voice of Fools (Teacher’s Guide)
(Instruction: This guide is for teaching prep. Use student handout as class focus)
Text: Proverbs 1:8-33
Audience: Youth & young people
Goal: Students will recognize the competing voices calling for their attention, understand the consequences of
rejecting God’s wisdom, and be challenged to respond obediently to wisdom’s call.

1. Opening & Icebreaker (5 minutes)

Icebreaker Question:
e “Have you ever ignored good advice and later regretted it? What happened?”

Transition:

Explain that Proverbs 1 shows us what happens when people repeatedly ignore wise and loving
warnings—especially God’s.

2. Introduction to the Passage (5 minutes)

Teacher Teaching Points:

* Proverbs 1:8-33 continues the theme of wisdom introduced in verses 1-7.

* Two voices are presented: the voice of sinners and the voice of wisdom.

e Youth constantly hear voices competing for their loyalty—friends, culture, social media, and God.

Key Idea to Emphasize:
Ignoring wisdom is not neutral—it leads to real consequences.

3. Reading the Scripture (5 minutes)

Activity:

Have students read sections aloud:

e 1:8-19 (warnings against sinful influences)
e 1:20-33 (wisdom calls and consequences)

Observation Question:
e “What warnings or promises do you notice in this passage?”

4. Teaching: The Competing Voices (15 minutes)
A. The Warning Against Sinners (vv. 8-19) - Focus on key v.15
e Parents lovingly warn their children not to follow sinful influences.
e Sin often promises quick gain, excitement, or belonging.

¢ The end result is loss, harm, and destruction.

Teaching Insight:
Sin never tells the full story—it hides the consequences.

B. The Public Call of Wisdom (vv. 20-23) - Focus on key v.20



e Wisdom is personified as calling out loudly in public places.
e God'’s truth is not hidden or secret—it is available to all.
¢ Wisdom calls people to repentance and change.

C. The Consequences of Rejection (vv. 24-32) - Focus on key v.24

* Repeated rejection leads to hardened hearts.

e Disaster comes not because God is cruel, but because warnings were ignored.
e Foolish choices eventually bring painful results.

D. The Promise of Obedience (v. 33)
® Those who listen to wisdom dwell in safety.
* Peace does not mean no problems, but confidence and security in God.

lllustration:
Ignoring warning signs on a dangerous road doesn’t remove the danger —it increases it.

5. Wise vs. Foolish Responses (7 minutes)

Teaching Point:

e Wisdom invites; fools ignore.

e Fools are not unintelligent, but resistant to correction.

* Wise people listen before consequences force them to learn.

Small Group Discussion (3—4 students per group):
1. What makes it hard to listen to wise advice?
2. What are some “voices” today that pull people away from God?
3. How can we better recognize God’s voice?

Teacher Wrap-Up: Wisdom requires humility and responsiveness—not delay.
6. Personal Reflection & Application (6 minutes)

Reflection Questions (silent or written):

* Have | been ignoring God’s wisdom in any area of my life?
¢ What temptation right now is pulling me away from God?
¢ What step of obedience do | need to take?

Application Challenge:
Encourage students to respond quickly to God’s conviction instead of delaying.

7. Closing Summary & Prayer (2 minutes)
Summary Points:
e Wisdom lovingly warns before consequences come.
¢ |gnoring wisdom leads to loss and regret.
e Listening to God leads to peace and security.

Closing Prayer:Ask God to soften hearts, sharpen discernment, and give courage to obey.

Optional Take-Home Challenge: Pray for wisdom to respond immediately to God’s voice.



